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ABSTRACT

This research addresses the linguistic etymology of Libyan dialect vocabulary and its connection to Classical
Arabic, employing a descriptive approach and semantic field theory. It aims to demonstrate the linguistic depth of
the Libyan dialect and affirm its Classical Arabic roots by categorizing vocabulary into diverse semantic fields.
These fields encompass human-related terms and functional activities (such as eating, drinking, sleeping, and
sitting), flora (terms for palm trees and olives), fauna, abstract concepts, and discourse markers. The study also
highlights specific phonetic and syntactic phenomena in the dialect, primarily Shanshanah, characterized by affixing
the letter Shin to the negation particle ma. The findings reveal that most analyzed vocabulary and linguistic traits
correspond directly with Classical Arabic dictionaries and the Holy Qur'an, thereby reinforcing confidence in
linguistic identity and promoting pride in the local dialect over foreign loanwords.
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