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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the actual contributions of social work in preventing intellectual extremism among youth,
with a particular focus on the Libyan context as a culturally and politically complex environment. The research
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to interpret the phenomenon from psychological, social, and cultural
dimensions and to identify the professional frameworks employed by social workers in educational and community
institutions. The findings indicate that social work can play a pivotal role in intellectual prevention, provided that
institutional support, specialized professional training, and active community engagement are present. The study
also highlights several structural and procedural challenges that limit the effectiveness of social work in this field,
such as a lack of training, the absence of accurate assessment tools, and insufficient national policy frameworks. The
study recommends enhancing academic training for social workers in the area of ideological extremism, integrating
prevention programs into youth and education policies, and strengthening partnerships between state institutions and
civil society.

Keywords: Social work, intellectual extremism, prevention, youth, Libya, social worker, community
institutions, ideological deviation, and youth empowerment.
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